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Amateur of the Year 2023
The Amateur of the Year Award was originated by John Struckell, Chief Engineer and General Manager of radio station WFPG.  In his memory, Southern Counties Amateur Radio Association has continued the presentation of this award, now in its 62nd year.  The person selected is recognized as outstanding for their efforts and contributions resulting in the furtherance of Amateur Radio and anticipated continued activity.  Each year’s honoree is selected by a panel of past recipients based on their personal knowledge of the candidate's radio activities and recommendations from the amateur radio community.
Our 2023 honoree participates in many club activities, helping to ensure the success of annual events such as Field Day and Lighthouse operations. Having over 40 years of experience with radios and electronics makes him a valuable asset to the Ham radio community.  He willingly volunteers his time to assist other members with technical problems and to provide public service during times of emergency or events such as MS bike-a-thons.  He started in Citizens Band Radio.  By self study, he became proficient in electronics, radio theory, and computer science. He has repaired equipment for himself, as well as for family and friends.  He has a willingness to share his knowledge and teach others.  A 4th generation Ham, he was encouraged by his dad and his cousin Dave. He currently has a General Class license and is studying to upgrade to Extra Class.  He has served as a board member and officer of SCARA. He serves as logistics coordinator for Atlantic County AUXCOM and as the Chairman of the SCARA Technology of Interest Committee.  He does a great job moderating the SCARA FaceBook page.

He is active on HF, VHF, and UHF, using both analog and digital modes. He uses and is very familiar with AllStar, EchoLink, DMR and Pi-Star Hotspots.  At his QTH he has his own repeater, available in times of emergency and for general use.  He has more than a "baker's dozen" radios.  He never saw a radio that he didn't like!  Other interests include photography, stock cars, and radio controlled car racing.
He worked as a field service technician and control panel builder until 2019 when a medical condition presented itself, but that did not hold him back.  He continues to generously donate his time and technical expertise to SCARA, amateur radio, and the community at large. 
As a member of the repeater committee, he was instrumental in getting the K2BR UHF repeater back online and reprogrammed in only a few hours after it was returned from a repair facility.  Later, he added an amplifier to the system to increase the reliability of the repeater.
Although not a VE (yet), he is our de facto exam session security manager and candidate greeter. He does not live close to the EOC but puts in the time and mileage to help. When needed, he has even picked up a test candidate or VE to bring them to the test session.
He resides with his wife Lynda in Hammonton. They have two daughters and five rescue Chihuahua fur-babies.

His family is active with Making of Miracle Stories Rescue in association with the Animal Aid Organization.
Our honoree is a valuable asset to amateur radio, public service, his family, and the community. 
  

It is with great pleasure that SCARA presents 

   the 62nd Amateur of the Year Award to

   William D. Paulus N2BDP
