
Earle Godfrey, GXM, 3IF, 3JO, W3JO 
 
Earle Godfrey was born on November 3, 1891, in Tacony, Pennsylvania, his 
father, Leaming, was 23 and his mother, Julia, was 17. He had one brother and 
one sister. He died in January 1969 in Margate City, New Jersey, at the age of 
77. No known children. (Ancestry.com) 
 
Earle Graduated in the class 1917, University of Pennsylvania Law School. 
 
Official (US) Licensing didn't begin until 1912, so any Callsigns before that were 
"self-assigned."  
 

Godfrey first appears in the June 1910 at his age of 19, in the 2nd Edition 
of the Wireless Blue Book on page 10 with the call, "GXM" (Godfrey 
eXperiMental, perhaps?) in Atlantic City, N.J., with a 100m wavelength 
and 2 inch spark gap. So, perhaps not "Licensed," but clearly "Operating" 
by this time.  

 
Notes:  
Before licensing, very few self-assigned 
calls included (digit) numerals. 99% were 
simply 2 or 3 letters only, and bore no 
correlation to personal initials.  
 
The Aug. 1913 3rd Ed. Blue Book, pg. 
113 places Godfrey (now 3IF) at 145 St. 
Charles Place in Atlantic City, NJ with 
550w of power capability. 1914 (4th Ed., 
pg. 9) also qualifies his official “3IF” 
Callsign.)  
 
Sometime between 1916 and 1920, 
Godfrey became “3JO”. (War gap here.) 
(Ham Call Notes by Pete Varounis, NL7XM) 
 
Earle first worked as a Lawyer (1920 
Census). Later he worked as an Engineer 
in Broadcasting, at city owned Station 
“WPG” Atlantic City, NJ. (1930 Census) 
And still later at Station “WBAB” after 
“WPG” was closed down. (1942 Draft 
Registration) And after “WBAB” was sold, 
he worked at “WFPG” and “WFPG-TV” 
on the Steel Pier in Atlantic City.  
(Tom McNally, W2DOX) 
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